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Introducing… 

Florida

Comprehensive digital programs  
with print supplements

CONNECTIONS
9

Florida Edition

Student Editions (consumable), Interactive Editions,  
and Teaching Resources (Answer Key, Assessment)

Print and digital Student Editions, 
Teacher Guides, and Digital ToolKits

AP® English Language and Composition and  
AP® English Literature and Composition

Preparing for the SAT: Reading, 
Writing and Language, Essay

Florida Connections
Provide the foundation for success 
through a unique approach to  
critical reading, writing, and 
communications through high-
quality, engaging texts.
Page 2

Word Study in Context 
Equip students to use multiple 
research-based strategies to 
unlock the meaning of words.
Page 14

College Preparation
Prepare for AP® and SAT success 
with a rich set of options.
Page 16

Optional Components

Literature Anthologies
Develop literary analysis and 
communication skills through  
a rich set of classic and 
contemporary works. 
Free class set with Florida Connections  
order (print-one title/grade).

Page 12
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Perfection Learning®

LITERATURECONNECTIONS CONNECTIONSCONNECTIONS

Perfection Learning®

LITERATURE

Customize Your Curriculum!
  Access rich content—created specifically for the Florida B.E.S.T. standards—to meet your 

specific instructional goals.

  Our customizable approach is designed to fit any student population, teaching approach, 
or scope and sequence.

1

Perfection Learning is the exclusive Florida provider of  
W.W. Norton’s renowned AP® Language and Literature materials. 

Novels, Classroom Libraries, Speech, and Debate - see pages 18–21
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Break Down Learning Barriers 
You want all your students engaged in learning. We use the latest instructional 
technology and design to ensure accessibility and help you create a dynamic, 
inclusive classroom.

Better comprehension for ALL students

ADAPT the reading 
passage based on their own 
abilities and learning styles 
with built-in IEP and 504 
accomodations support.

TRANSLATE and hear 
the text in their native 
language—dozens of 
languages available.

ENHANCE learning 
using a picture dictionary, 
adding line focus, or 
identifying syllables and 
parts of speech.

CUSTOMIZE 
readability by changing 
font type, size, and 
background color.

Move from skimming and scanning to extracting meaning

IDENTIFY, label, and comment 
on textual evidence.

COLLECT evidence automatically 
in a digital notebook.

TRANSFER ideas and evidence 
into discussion and writing tasks.

Immersive Reader

Interactive Texts

Students  
with learning 

differences

Striving 
readers

English 
language 
learners

Gifted  
students



3

Inform instruction and intervention with real-time data 
and user-friendly reports

User-friendly dashboards and clear reports provide the 
data you need to inform instruction and intervention.

STUDENT AND CLASS PROFICIENCY REPORTS 
based on standards or skills.

PARTICIPATION SCORING for collaborative and  
discussion activities.

Comprehensive GRADE BOOK.

ITEM ANALYSIS REPORTS by student or class.

USAGE REPORTS.

See the learning tools in action 

Generate dynamic, inclusive discussions

SHARE ideas and perspectives 
based on meaningful, text-based 
questions.

PARTICIPATE in dynamic, 
inclusive discussions both online 
and in small groups.

TRACK and grade 
participation in real time.

Collaboration Walls
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Critical Reading, Writing, and Communication
Florida Connections empowers students to actively engage with a text, extract 
meaning, and collaborate with others as they question, analyze, and respond to 
high-interest, complex selections. Students also:

• extract word meaning.
• develop writing skills.
• analyze the writer’s use of language.
• engage in critical conversations.
• communicate through a wide range of project-based assessments.

Based on strong research

“Literary analysis is indeed a process where there is no right or wrong answer.  
This empowers students to be passionate about their topics and, most importantly,  

encourages them to look beyond the words on the page.”
—Edutopia, George Lucas Educational Foundation

“The point of the questions is to guide students to think about the text in effective ways.”
 —Tim Shanahan, shanahanonliteracy.com

1
ESTABLISH 
PURPOSE

2
DEVELOP 

QUESTIONS

3
DISCOVER 
EVIDENCE

4
ANALYZE & 
EVALUATE

5
RESPOND & 

SHARE Close 
Reading 
Process
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Step-by-Step Standards-Based Lessons
Each of the text-based lessons in a chapter focuses on a Florida B.E.S.T. standard.
 

Chapter 1

Analyzing Theme Through 
Story Elements

Preview Concepts

Making Connections

Short Story  from “The Black Cat” 
 by Edgar Allan Poe (1340L)

First Read: Analyzing Plot and Conflict

Second Read: Identifying Theme

Third Read: Understanding Point of View

Language:  Using Commas to Set Off  
Nonrestrictive Phrases  
and Clauses

Project-Based Assessments

On Your Own: Integrating Ideas

Connect to Testing
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Unit 1
What strikes fear into the heart?
Authors: Neil Gaiman, Richard Preston, Bram Stoker, 
Edgar Allan Poe, Diana Tixier Herald

Unit 2
Are all people truly equal?
Authors: Kurt Vonnegut, Cesar Chavez, Harper Lee, 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Unit 3
How do American Indians experience  
life in the United States?
Authors: Sherman Alexie, TobyMac & Michael Tait, 
Andrew Jackson, Dee Brown

Unit 4
When you see injustice, do you stand by— 
or stand up?
Authors: Elie Wiesel, Marin Niemöller, Joseph R. 
McCarthy, Margaret Chase Smith, Rudyard Kipling
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Florida Edition

Unit 1
What are the impacts of war?
Authors: James Haskins, Charles Frazier,  
Frederick Douglass, Abraham Lincoln

Unit 2
How has the role of women changed 
over time?
Authors: Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Elizabeth  
Cady Stanton, Sojourner Truth, Maya Angelou,  
Betty Friedan

Unit 3
Is the land of opportunity simply  
the land of opportunists?
Authors: John Steinbeck, Orson Welles,  
Toni Morrison, Franklin Roosevelt

Unit 4
How do we protect freedom in the  
modern world?
Authors: Ray Bradbury, George Orwell,  
John F. Kennedy, Ronald Reagan, Tim O’Brien 
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Florida Edition

Unit 1
Is the journey more important  
than the destination?
Authors: Will Durant, Ibn Battuta, Sir Richard  
Burton, Homer, Jules Verne, Michael Palin

Unit 2
What makes a good teacher?
Authors: Frank McCourt, E.R. Braithwaite,  
Mitch Albom, Morrie Schwartz, Benjamin Franklin

Unit 3
What are the costs of scientific  
innovation?
Authors: John Hersey, Rahna Reiko Rizzuto, 
Rebecca Skloot, George W. Bush, Barack Obama

Unit 4
Can a simple idea bring about  
great change?
Authors: Lyndon B. Johnson, E.B. White,  
Niccolò Machieavelli, Chinua Achebe,  
Rabindranath Tagore
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Florida Edition

Unit 1
What forces shape who you are and  
who you are becoming?
Authors: T.S. Eliot, Walt Whitman, Nicholas Carr, 
Jim Taylor, Jeannette Wells

Unit 2
Does physical appearance matter?
Authors: Mary Shelley, Sharon Harvey Rosenberg, 
Katie Makkai, Hilary Mantel, Elna Baker

Unit 3
What is fair punishment for crime?
Authors: William Golding, William Shakespeare, 
Paul Laurence Dunbar, Langston Hughes

Unit 4
What role does government play  
in personal freedom?
Authors: Jerome Lawrence & Robert E. Lee,  
Henry David Thoreau, Jonathan Swift, Thomas Paine

High-Interest Themes
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Digital Libraries 
Original and leveled classics included with 
Florida Connections order.

•  Many Florida B.E.S.T grade-level and  
Civic Literacy titles.

•  Immersive Reader support.
• 24/7 online and off-line access.
• Skill practice for all Leveled Titles.
•  Assignable to an individual, small  

group, or whole class.

As a general rule the two color green and 
black logo should only be used on a white 
background. 

Any use of the logo over a dark color or photo 
should be all white. Background image 
should never reduce readability

Any use of the logo over a light color or 
photo should be all black. Background image 
should never reduce readability

See the Complete Title List
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Writing and Language Minilessons
In-depth instructional support, practice, and assessment for writing genres 
including narrative, argumentative, expository, and research. Comprehensive 
support for all language standards. Minilessons feature:

• short, focused instruction.
• models, rubrics, and reference tables.
• guided instruction and practice.
• ELL and differentiation support.
•  online and printable practice and  

assessment.

Developing & Deepening Your Ideas 

Connections: Writing and Language  •  © Perfection Learning®  •  Reproduction permitted for classroom use only 33  

PPuurrppoossee  KKiinnddss  ooff  DDeettaaiillss  
To Inform or 
Explain  

facts (statements that can be proven true), examples, 
reasons, statistics (facts using numbers), 
comparisons, contrasts, steps in a process 

To Describe sights, sounds, smells, tastes, feelings 
To Tell a Story events, actions, character and setting descriptions 
To Persuade facts, examples, reasons, statistics, appeals to logic 

Lesson 2.2 

DDeevveellooppiinngg  YYoouurr  IIddeeaa  
DDeettaaiillss  are what bring any written composition to life. The kinds of details a 
writer uses to develop a subject vary with the writer’s purpose.  
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Communications
Writing, speaking, and listening activities imbedded throughout as students 
respond, collaborate, and communicate through a wide range of activities.

•  Each lesson features multiple opportunities to respond digitally or in person 
through whole class, small group, or peer discussions.

•  In-depth instructional support for speaking and listening activities including 
oral presentations.

•  Collaborative project-based activities focused on creating and delivering 
digital presentations, podcasts, seminars, skits, and much more. 

CHAPTER

520 Skills for Academic Success

27  Speaking and 
Listening Skills

QuickGuide

Speaking Eff ectively page 521

Whether speaking informally or giving a formal presentation, it is 
important to adapt to the setting, audience, purpose, and occasion. 
This means adjusting your word choice, volume, speaking rate, 
enunciation, gestures, and body language. All of these strategies will 
help you reinforce your message. 

Listening Actively page 524

When you actively listen to other speakers, whether to understand 
directions or to learn something new, you can better engage in a 
meaningful and respectful discussion. 

Writing and Giving an Eff ective Speech page 528

Preparing a speech is similar to writing a paper. The steps include 
planning, organizing, writing, and practicing. This process will ensure 
that the speaker’s ideas are clearly communicated in an interesting way.

Communicating and Collaborating in Groups page 537

Collaborative groups may solve problems or complete projects. Active 
listening, insightful questions, building on the ideas of others, and 
tolerating opposing viewpoints are essential skills for group members. 
To reach consensus, members can use brainstorming, voting or 
compromising.

R8986ConnWriteLangHS_27.indd   520 8/28/19   2:58 PM
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Real-Time Classroom Management: 
In-Class and Remote Learning

SELECT and SHARE 
individual, group, and 
whole class responses

1
TRACK progress 
using imbedded 
formative assessments

2

3
Move seamlessly 
between ONLINE and
IN-PERSON discussions

ACCESS all student 
work and teacher
support at point of use

4
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Pinpoint Learning Gaps
Reduce complexity and save time with a range of built-in assessment and 
reporting tools.

•  Access automated and rubric-driven scoring for activities, discussions, and 
formative assessment—ALL within the lesson.

•  Tailor instructional planning, intervention, and enrichment based on 
actionable data from standards-based proficiency dashboards, reports, and 
item analysis.

•  Improve writing, speaking, and listening skills through customizable writing 
rubrics, automated participation tracking, and discussion expectations.

•  Customize reporting with drop-down menus and drill-down capabilities; 
export data to a wide range of learning platforms.
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Literature Anthologies

Each selection contains a Literary Lens focused on a specific 
Florida B.E.S.T. standard. The prompt directs students’ attention as 
they read closely, identify evidence, and draw meaning from the 
text. Through supported reading, discussion, and writing tasks, 
students practice and apply the targeted standard both on their 
own and through small groups. 

Develop Literary Analysis Skills

Special Focus
Every anthology in Connections: Literature has a special grade-specific focus providing 
continuity through all the texts in the anthology. Based on research and feedback from 
teachers, these special focus activities allow students to go deep in developing their 
reading and writing abilities.
 Ninth Grade—Writing Workshops

 Tenth Grade—Research

 Eleventh Grade—Author’s Style

 Twelfth Grade—Thinking and Reading Critically

Lesson Planning and Instructional Support 
Includes unit planners, varied assessments, writing prompts 
and projects, and suggestions for developing Shared Inquiry™ 
in the classroom.

Differentiated for ELL students, striving readers, gifted students, 
and students working at grade level.

CONNECTIONS LITERATURE
Literature You Love
Engage students in a rich set of texts, both classic and contemporary, as you 
probe relevant issues, generate lively discussion, and develop critical reading and 
writing skills. Free class set with Florida Connections order (print-one title/grade).



13

G
R

A
D

E
 9

Pathways
Literature for Readers and Writers
Students open the doors to deeper understanding of relevant issues 
through a powerful blend of classic and contemporary works across a 
variety of genres blended together in thematic units.
  Special Focus: Writing Workshops. Gain an appreciation of the writer’s 

craft through the Writers on Writing at the end of each unit. Students apply 
these insights and develop voice, style, and fluency through the Writing 
Workshop activities.
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CONNECTIONSCONNECTIONS

Perfection Learning®

LITERATUREAmerican Voices
Exploring the six historical eras from the 1820s to today, students discover 
how literary movements and themes influenced the development of ideas 
and culture in America both then and now.
  Special Focus: Author’s Style. Enrich understanding of writer’s style 

through pre-reading summaries, analysis, discussion, and writing 
activities. Apply learning and develop individual style through longer 
writing projects.
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Perfection Learning®

LITERATURECONNECTIONSReading the World
Engage in cultures from across the world through this thought-provoking 
collection of contemporary works from critically-acclaimed writers.
  Special Focus: Research. Extend literary and cultural knowledge 

through research activities and hands-on projects using a range of tools 
and the included Research Handbook.
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British Literature 
Make the expanse of British Literature from the 400s through today 
accessible and inviting through context-building features such as  
“A Teen of the Time,” compare and contrast activities connecting historical 
events to today, and modern English support for difficult passages.
  Special Focus: Think and Read Critically. Prepare for reading through 

Think Critically questions designed to stimulate engagement and purpose. 
Re-read, analyze, and compare/contrast through a Read Critically activity.
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Word Study

VOCABU-LIT®
Word Study in Context
Develop self-directed learners by equipping students with multiple strategies 
to unlock the meaning of words and make them part of students’ everyday 
and academic vocabulary. 

•  Words in context. All Master Words come from excerpts of high-quality texts including 
contemporary fiction, nonfiction, speeches, and primary sources. 

•  Close reading. Each lesson begins with students extracting context clues from the text to 
generate meaning for the Master Words.

•  Dictionary skills. By using the built-in dictionary, students compare their definitions to 
standard definitions, helping them identify both substantive and more nuanced differences.

•  Multiple exposures. Exercises increase in complexity as students recall and apply the 
words in multiple situations.

•  Writing. Short writing exercises ensure students can use the Master Words in their writing 
and speaking.

•  Morphology. Students use affixes and broaden their knowledge of roots from Greek, Latin, 
and other linguistic sources. 

Research-based word study

Multiple exposures
•  Each lesson uses the Master Word in six 

activities such as multiple meanings, 
synonyms/antonyms, shades of meaning, 
analogies, and more.

•  Lessons conclude with a writing exercise 
using the Master Words.

•  Unit activities include roots and affixes, 
idioms, academic language, figurative 
language, and more.

•  Lessons provide a full year of instruction.

©Perfection Learning®  •  No Reproduction Permitted.22 Unit Word Study

Unit Word Study

Classic Roots and Affixes (dis-, cern, -ing)
The master word discerning (Lesson 1) is based on the Latin verb cernere, which means “distinguish” or 
“separate.” The prefix dis- means “apart” or “away.” It also can negate a word, as in disbelief. The suffix -ing 
creates the present participle form of the verb or changes a verb to an adjective. Another suffix that changes the 
part of speech of a word is -ment. It can change a verb to a noun, as in discernment. If a word ends in -y, the 
final letter is often changed to -i before adding -ment. Use this information to complete the exercise below. 

Understanding Patterns of Word Changes
Write the present participle/adjective and noun forms of the following Master Words from this unit. 
Use a dictionary if necessary.

Master Word (verb) Adjective /
Present Participle Form Noun Form

 1. accompany

 2. adjust

 3. endear

 4. enhance

 5. enlist

Understanding Word Origins
Several Master Words in this unit begin with the prefix ac-, which means “toward” or “in addition to.” 
For example, the Master Word accompany is made from the prefix ac- and the late Latin noun 
companio, which means “friend.” Together they mean “go with a companion.” 
Each word in the first column of the chart below has the prefix ac-. Match each with the Latin word 
from the list to which it is related. Write a definition of the word, and then use it in a sentence. Use a 
dictionary if you need help. The first one is done for you. Not all words in the list will be used.

acclaim accuse accrue access accept

 ac- + clamare
to cry out at   acclaim: to praise publicly

  The tenor was acclaimed far and wide for his beautiful voice.

 1.  ac- + capere
to take

 2.  ac- + causari
give as motive or 
cause

 3.  ac- + crescere
to grow

T1581_VLIT_G9_SE_Ins.indb   22 11/4/19   9:54 PM
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•  Each lesson mirrors the print 
format for flexible online or 
blended implementation.

•  Increase text comprehension with  
Immersive Reader as needed.

•  Improve ability to extract context 
clues with Interactive Text.

•  Save time with autoscored 
exercises. 

•  Identify striving learners using 
reporting features.

•  Assess progress with lesson, unit, 
and summative tests.

Vocabu-Lit® Interactive
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Nonfiction
My Life and Hard Times,  

James Thurber 
“An Open Letter to America’s 

Students,” Dwight D. Eisenhower
Silent Spring, Rachel Carson
The Story of My Life, Helen Keller

Fiction
“The Bride Comes to Yellow Sky,” 

Stephen Crane
The Call of the Wild, Jack London
“The Cop and the Anthem,”  

O. Henry
A Doll’s House, Henrik Ibsen

Poetry
Much Madness is Divinest Sense, 

Emily Dickinson
Mutability, Percy Bysshe Shelley

Nonfiction
Cod: A Biography of the Fish  

That Changed the World,  
Mark Kurlansky

The Language of Mathematics, 
Keith J. Devlin

Out of Africa, Isak Dinesen

Fiction
The Awakening, Kate Chopin
Cranford, Elizabeth Cleghorn Gaskell
Heart of Darkness, Joseph Conrad
The Joy Luck Club, Amy Tan
Oedipus Rex, Sophocles 
Things Fall Apart, Chinua Achebe

Poetry
The Fall of Icarus: Two Poems, 

W.H. Auden & Anne Sexton
“O Black and Unknown Bards,”  

James Weldon Johnson
“Ode on a Grecian Urn,”  

John Keats

Nonfiction
The American Language,  

H.L. Mencken
“The Fallacy of Success,”  

G.K. Chesterton
In My Place, Charlayne Hunter-Gault
The Oregon Trail, Francis Parkman

Fiction
The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald
“The Sculptor’s Funeral,”  

Willa Cather
Tartuffe, Moliére
Their Eyes Were Watching God,  

Zora Neale Hurston

Poetry
Gitanjali (Song Offerings), 

Rabindranath Tagore
from the poetry of Phillis Wheatley
No Man Is An Island, John Donne

Nonfiction
Address to the United Nations 

Youth Assembly, July 12, 2013, 
Malala Yousafzai

“Black Female Astronaut Mae 
Jemison Explains the Origin of 
Life and How to Save Earth,” 
Meghan Bartels

Fiction
Cry, the Beloved Country,  

Alan Paton 
“A Devoted Son,” Anita Desai
Far from the Madding Crowd, 

Thomas Hardy
Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen

Poetry
Ode to the Book (II),” Pablo Neruda
I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud, 

William Wordsworth
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AP® ENGLISH
Achieve AP® Success with AMSCO®
Make college-level content accessible to all your students without 
sacrificing the rigor required for success.

 •  Get the benefit of decades of AP® expertise with our team of 
veteran AP® teachers, Exam Readers, Test Item Writers, Table 
Leaders, and College Board Consultants.

 •  Develop your students’ critical thinking, engage in lively and 
inclusive discussions, and build analysis and writing skills with 
in-depth instruction and activities using anchor texts.

 •  Evaluate final preparation with a complete summative test 
that mirrors the directions, timing, question formats, and 
content scope of the actual AP® Exam.

College Preparation

   Advanced Placement® is a trademark registered and/or owned by the College Board, which was not 
involved in the production of, and does not endorse, this product.

Questions based on AP® Exam formats*
 •  More than 200 multiple-choice questions.
 •  4 synthesis prompts.
 •  4 rhetorical analysis prompts.
 •  5 argument prompts.
 •  1 complete practice test modeled on the AP® Exam.

* AP® English Language and Composition example

Example features to develop AP® readiness
 •  Close Reading activities help develop critical rhetorical skills.
 •  Evaluating Writing activities help develop analytical revision skills.
 •  Composing on Your Own activities give students an opportunity to use what 

they have just learned in their own writing.
 •  Reflect on the Essential Question features review key learning objectives.
 •  Apply What You Have Learned activities give students opportunities to use 

the critical reading skills they have developed by analyzing a new text.
 •  Join the Conversation activities provide students with guidance on 

responding to prompts.

By Brandon Abdon 
with Timm Freitas 
and Lauren Peterson

By Brandon Abdon 
with Becky McFarlan
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SAT PREPARATION
Succeed on the SAT
Raise confidence and test scores through this thorough 
review of all tested topics.

•  A diagnostic test pinpoints skills that need improvement.
•  The five-part scaffolded lesson for each topic includes:
 —Explain
 —Think it Through
 —Guided Practice
 —Model SAT question
 —Independent Practice
•   Flexible pacing for classroom instruction or independent 

practice.
•  Three full-length practice tests.
• Step-by-step instructions for writing a top-scoring essay.
 •  Sample prompts with model essays and rubrics.
•  An annotated answer key.

144  Reading   •   Lesson 4: Closely Reading Informational Text for Implicit Meanings  

utter ruin, you Berliners have, in freedom, rebuilt a city that once again ranks 

as one of the greatest on earth. The Soviets may have had other plans. But my 

friends, there were a few things the Soviets didn’t count on—Berliner Herz, 

Berliner Humor, ja, und Berliner Schnauze. [Berliner heart, Berliner humor, 

yes, and Berliner character.]

For answers, see page 554.

70

Annotate for   
Implicit Meaning

What does the last 
paragraph imply about 
Berliners?

Annotate for   
Implicit Meaning

QUICK TIP

Inference questions often 
combine other skills. 
For example, one of the 
questions asks you to infer, 
while another tests you on 
the skill of determining 
purpose. (See Lesson 5.)

QUICK TIP

Once you make an 
inference, watch for new 
information that confirms 
or changes it. Based on this 
new evidence, revise your 
original inference or make 
a new inference.

MODEL SAT® QUESTIONS

Directions: These Model SAT® Questions show how making inferences might 
be tested on the SAT® . Underline important ideas in the passage and use them 
to make the annotations under the head in the margin . Try the multiple-choice 
questions and then review the answer and the explanation .

The Information Explosion adds knowledge at an incredible rate. In the 

nineteenth century, it took about fifty years to double the world’s knowledge. 

Today, the base of knowledge doubles in less than a year. What is behind 

this breathtaking growth? What spurs people on to new inventions and 

broader applications of existing technology? Ralph Hinton, an American 

anthropologist, had an unusual answer: “The human capacity for being 

bored, rather than man’s social or natural needs, lies at the root of man’s 

cultural advance.”

1. The author indicates which of the following about the Information 
Explosion?
A) It may result in an overreliance on technology.
B) It will eventually saturate the world’s capacity for knowledge. 
C) Its major effect has been felt in the field of inventions. 
D) Its growth rate shows no signs of slowing down. 

Strategy: This question asks you to identify information explicitly stated in 
the passage . The passage does not mention an overreliance on technology or 
knowledge saturation, so choices A and B are incorrect . The passage only briefly 
mentions inventions, so choice C is incorrect as well . The best answer is  
choice D because the first four sentences in the passage highlight how the 
Information Explosion has an incredible growth rate that is only increasing . 

2. Based upon the quotation from Ralph Hinton (lines 6–7), it can be 
reasonably inferred that 
A) people in more advanced countries are more likely to be bored.
B) need rarely causes people to invent new products.
C) modern people are more likely to invent new technologies out of 

boredom.
D) advancements in technology have decreased humans’ capacity for 

boredom.

5       
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Making Inferences
EXPLAIN

Many questions on the SAT® will test your ability to figure out what a selection suggests or implies. 
These implicit meaning questions will require you to draw reasonable inferences from the text . You 
will also encounter questions that require you to identify the textual evidence that best supports the 
inferences you have drawn . 

As you read a passage, pause after each paragraph and make inferences . Ask yourself, “What 
reasonable conclusions can I draw from this information?” Think about what the passage states and 
also what you know to be true based upon prior knowledge . In the margin, record your inferences . 
Then underline the evidence that supports these inferences . This will enable you to more easily find 
the correct answer to inference questions .

Questions about inferences often look like this:

• The passage implies that  .  .  . 

• Which of the following does the author suggest in line xx?

• It can most reasonably be inferred from Passage 2 that  .  .  .

• An unstated assumption made by the author(s) is that  .  .  .

• Based on information in the passage, it can reasonably be inferred that  .  .  .

LESSON 4:

Closely Reading Informational Text for 
Implicit Meanings  

	■ Making inferences
	■ Understanding historical texts
	■ Identifying best evidence

THINK IT THROUGH 

Read the following passages . Notice how the reader underlined explicit details 
in the passage and wrote inferences in the margin . Study the explicit and implicit 
details below each passage .

Passage 1

There is one creature perfectly adapted and temperamentally suited to 

some of the most inhospitable areas of the world: the camel. In the ecology 

of the Sahara Desert, the nomad and the camel are mutually dependent on 

each other. The nomad provides the camel with water and food. The camel 

provides the nomad with milk, wool, transportation, and meat. Above all, 

the camel provides work and gives meaning to the lives of the tribes that 

Annotation: Inference
Because of camels, nomads 
have adapted to the desert.

5       



NOVELS & NONFICTION

Reinforced Books + Lifetime Guarantee 
Reinforced library bindings for maximum durability and a lifetime guarantee.

Personal Support 
Our sales representatives provide one-on-one support that caters to your unique 
purchasing needs.

Easy Ordering 
Titles can be added to your preview order for increased discounts and bonuses.

Over 8,000 Titles Available 
Ask for a link to the full list of available Turtleback titles.

With over 50 years of experience in providing literature to classrooms, our experts have 
the knowledge to meet your curriculum needs, such as:

• the best new classroom fiction and nonfiction titles—thousands to choose from.
• genre, theme, and topic recommendations to match units of study.
• literature circles and book clubs.
• shared reading.
• reading and writing workshops.

Trade Books

See our Florida adoption website at florida.perfectionlearning.com for more details.18
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Give Students Voice and Choice
•  Each collection includes many Florida B.E.S.T. titles.
•  Award-winning authors and titles.
• Diverse characters and situations.
•  A balance of fiction and informational texts.
•  A range of reading levels and text complexity.

CLASSROOM LIBRARIES

G
R

A
D

E
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0

An Abundance of Katherines, Anya’s Ghost, The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman, Balzac and 
the Little Chinese Seamstress, The Battle of Jericho, The Bean Trees, The Bell Jar, The Blind Side, The 
Bookseller of Kabul, The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind, Can’t Get There From Here, Chanda’s Secrets, 
The Color of Water, The Contender, Cuba 15, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night‐Time, A 
Day No Pigs Would Die, Don’t You Dare Read This, Mrs. Dunphrey, Elsewhere, Emako Blue, and more

G
R

A
D

E
 1

1

Beloved, Blink & Caution, Born Confused, Breaking Night, Bright Dead Things, Call the Shots, Catalog 
of Unabashed Gratitude, Courage & Defiance, The Examination, Famous All Over Town, Fences, A 
Gathering of Old Men, Girl at War, The Girl of Fire and Thorns, The Good Thief, Into Thin Air, Laughing 
at My Nightmare, The Lost Bird, Love and Other Ways of Dying, The Lovely Bones, Nimona, Obasan, 
Persepolis 2,  Personal Effects, Pigs in Heaven, and more

G
R

A
D

E
 1

2

All the Truth That’s In Me, The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the Nation (Book 1), 
Bone Gap, Boot Camp, The Cartoon Introduction to Philosophy, The Compound, Eyes Wide Open: 
Going Behind the Environmental Headlines, Finding Nouf, The Good Soldiers, If I Ever Get Out of 
Here, If You Really Loved Me, Learning the Game, Mare’s War, The Metamorphosis, More Than This, 
Never Fall Down, The New Kids, Now Is the Time for Running, Of Sound Mind, and more

G
R

A
D

E
 9

All But My Life, American Born Chinese, American Eyes, Angela’s Ashes, Behind the Beautiful Forevers, 
Billy Lynn’s Long Halftime Walk, Black and White, The Book Thief, The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind, 
The Bridge of San Luis Rey, Brown Girl Dreaming, The Cage, Call It Courage, Call Me By My Name, 
Carver: a life in poems, The Clay Marble, Courage Has No Color, The Crossing, Divergent, Double 
Helix, Ender’s Game, The Endless Steppe, Farewell to Manzanar, The Fault in Our Stars, and more
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Project-Based Learning for the 
Modern Workplace
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4   Unit One  Introduction to Professional Communications

ESSENTIAL QUESTION
What is it like to have a job in professional communications?

Chapter Project: Personal Inventory

What do you want to do in life? It’s a big question. When you think about how 
you want your future to look, you can start by considering the kinds of things 
you are good at and enjoy doing right now. For this project, you will fi ll out a 
personal inventory to identify and take stock of your own natural preferences 
and talents.

Once you have completed the inventory, you and your fellow group members 
will take part in a fi ve-minute discussion to share with the class signifi cant 
personal experiences that illustrate and refl ect the results of the inventory.

You can fi nd an evaluation rubric for your presentation on page 27. 

CONCEPT professional communications spans a large area

AUDIENCE classmates and teacher

PURPOSE identify those areas of the fi eld where your talents lie

S ITUATION exploratory classroom demonstration

Professional 
Communications in a 
Digital Age

17566ProfessionalCommunication.indb   4 7/1/16   1:49 PM

PROJECTS IN PROFESSIONAL 
COMMUNICATIONS

Build the skills students need for effective 
workplace communication through engaging, 
“learn-by-doing” projects. 

Each project builds students’ confidence and 
competence in a specific communication situation. 
Students explore:

• communications basics.
•  effective interpersonal communication. 
•  problem solving.
• productive group interactions.
•  developing and delivering presentations.
• finding and evaluating sources.
•   putting technology to work in oral, written,  

and digital presentations.

Engage in whole class, small group, and peer 
discussions. Students explore and discuss issues 
that will matter in their professional lives such as:

• the interview process.
•  social and ethical responsibilities in  

communications.
• solving problems and managing conflict.
• gender and cultural communication differences.
•  communication careers.

Includes Teacher Wraparound Edition, Teacher Toolkit, 
Classroom Presentation, Test Generator, Companion Website, 
and an ELL Resource.

Speech/Debate
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Includes Teacher Guide, ELL Resource,  
Companion Website, competition tips,  
debate topics, and much more.

Build the vocabulary and critical thinking skills 
necessary for debate success through inquiry-
based exercises.

Novice debaters will understand debate  
history, theory, and ethics and gain skills in  
argumentation, rebuttals, defense, flowing,  
and research methods.

Experienced debaters will refine research  
skills and develop new approaches to unique  
case construction, polish cross-examination  
skills, practice writing well-defined blocks,  
and improve vocabulary.

KEY POINT
Topicality and disadvantage 
argument briefs need to be 
structured in a stylized fashion to 
appeal to experienced judges. 

without retaliation from NATO. 
(Internal link)

5. Greater likelihood of Russian 
infl uence and potential “hot” war 
in Eastern Europe results with 
millions losing lives. (Impact)

ON FILE
As you read, one way to think about disadvantages is as unintended consequences of a 
policy. The following website lists unintended consequences, both good and bad: infomory.
com/famous/famous-examples-of-unintended-consequences/. Number 8 on the list is the 
Peltzman Eff ect:

 It is regrettable that any safety legislation introduced by government 
(such as mandatory seatbelts, cycle helmets, etc.) will nearly always 
lead to an increase in the number of injuries and deaths. It is believed 
that offi  cial endorsement of their safety leads users to take greater 
and greater risks; people believe themselves almost immune, perhaps 
overestimating the safety aspect of the legislation and the device they 
are being compelled to use for their own and everybody else’s safety. 
This increase in accidents is called the Peltzman Eff ect. 

One of the best ways to create disadvantages for future policies is to search old policies 
to fi nd their Peltzman Eff ect disadvantages. For example, in the 1970s and 1980s, the U.S. 

funded a group of resistance fi ghters 
in Afghanistan who opposed the 
Soviet Union’s occupation. That 
group, known as the Mujahideen, 
was trained and armed by the 
United States, but they became 
radicalized and are now the Taliban, 
one of the U.S.’s greatest threats. 
Research this policy or other past 
policies that developed infamous 
disadvantages, and then answer the 
 questions on the next page.

Credit: Getty Images

continued

251Chapter 16   Developing a Negative Position in Policy Debate

R9853MasteringCompetitiveDebateSB_U3_Ch16.indd   251 6/18/19   8:28 AM

The Leading Debate Text for  
Competitive Formats

MASTERING COMPETITIVE 
DEBATE

A comprehensive resource for all forms of competitive debate—public forum, Lincoln-Douglas debate, 
world schools, mock trial, and congressional and parliamentary debate.

•  Written and reviewed by a team of accomplished debate teachers, nationally-known debate 
directors and judges, and award-winning debate coaches.

•  A Debate Across the Curriculum chapter links debate and communication skills to project-based 
learning and provides tips and resources for adding debate to a variety of classes and disciplines.

•  A Watch It feature points students to an open educational resource video on the chapter topic and 
builds both background and contextual knowledge.
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Interactive Editions
Inspire active engagement through:

•  Better comprehension  
for ALL students.

•  Extracting textual meaning. 

•  Dynamic, inclusive discussions.

•  Real-time data and reporting.

Literature & Thought  
Grades 6–12

Unit Studies— 
Literature You and  
Your Students Will Love
Each anthology is a complete 
literature unit with an essential 
question to guide deep reading, 
critical thinking, and dynamic 
communications.

Literary  
Genres

• Mythology
• Mystery
• Fantasy
• Science fiction
• Sports
• Humor
• Ecology

Literary  
Themes

Government & 
Current Events

• Heroism
• Justice
• Friendship
• Decisions
• Family
• Survival
• Identity

• Individual rights
•  Three branches 

of government
•  Foundations 

of American 
government

Historical Events &  
Eras

• The Holocaust
•  The Great Depression
• Civil Rights
•  The Harlem Renaissance
• The Civil War
• Immigration
• Vietnam and the 60s
• American frontiers

“The more I used the text with the students, the more impressed I became. 
These are really premium pieces of literature. The excerpts get right to the crux 
of the issue. I could pick this up and use a tremendous amount without doing 
anything extra. It’s really the important information. Students were asking to 
read ahead. I enjoyed this more than any other text in my years of teaching.”

—English/Drama Teacher, Shenandoah Valley Academy 
New Market, Virginia 
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