
Questionnaire (IM8) 

Authors & Credentials: List full name of author(s), with major or senior author listed first. Briefly 
provide credentials for each author. 

Andrea Stark, Senior Editor at Perfection Learning 

Andrea is a lead editor for Perfection Learning, organizing and managing a team of writers, editors, 
designers, and outside production workers to develop Connections: ELA curriculum for grades 9-12 that 
align to the Florida Sunshine State Standards. Andrea also collaborated with a team of writers and 
editors to develop various writing and vocabulary programs for Perfection Learning. Previous to working 
at Perfection Learning, Andrea was an English Language Arts teacher, as well as a curriculum writer and 
developer. 

 

Students: Describe the type(s) of students for which this submission is intended. 

Connections: English Language Arts is a flexible program intended for all levels of students, including 
students needing intensive reading intervention. The integrated and scaffolded design and support 
make this resource ideal for students in the Florida Intensive Reading course.  

 

Connections: Writing and Language provides all the instructional support and practice for a complete 
writing and language curriculum for all students to improve their language, writing, speaking, listening, 
and reading skills. The minilesson design targets skill practice, and scaffolded practice provides support 
for all students. 

 

Vocabu-Lit builds word power through high-quality contemporary and classical literature, nonfiction 
essays, and primary source texts. Students learn multiple ways to extract meaning by reading selections 
two times, and multiple exposures to the words through six varied activities, short writing exercises, and 
unit activities all provide support for students to develop mastery using multiple, research-based 
vocabulary strategies. 

 
1. List the Florida districts in which this program has been piloted in the last eighteen months. 

Franklin County School District 

 

2. HOW ARE YOUR DIGITAL MATERIALS SEARCHABLE BY FLORIDA STATE STANDARDS (SECTION 
1006.33(1)(E), FLORIDA STATUTES)? 

Perfection Next allows teachers to search by Florida State Standards to find resources matching the 
specified standard. 

 



3. IDENTIFY AND DESCRIBE THE COMPONENTS OF THE MAJOR TOOL. The Major Tool is comprised of 
the items necessary to meet the standards and requirements of the category for which it is designed 
and submitted. As part of this section, include a description of the educational approach of the 
submission. 
Educational Approach: (The information provided here will be used in the instructional materials catalog 
in the case of adoption of the program. Please limit your response to 500 words or less.) 
 
Major Tool - Student Components: Describe each of the components, including a format description. 

Connections: ELA is a research-based program that provides students the foundation for success 
through its unique approach to high-quality, complex texts. Three close readings of each selection move 
students from comprehending key ideas to synthesizing and connecting themes across texts. Within 
each read, scaffolded activities help all students navigate and access complex texts, and writing, 
language, assessment, and extension activities keep students engaged and on track to meet the state 
standards. The print book provides step-by-step lesson plans with graphic organizers, space to annotate 
textual evidence, introductory activities and discussions, and activities that facilitate dynamic, inclusive 
collaborative discussions.  The interactive edition features an Immersive Reader that inspires active 
engagement using a picture dictionary, translation into over 60 languages, annotation tools, a 
collaboration wall, and adaptations for students of all abilities to tailor their experience. 

 

Connections: Writing and Language is available in print and digital formats to provide flexibility in 
implementation. The high school handbook in print is available for grades 9-12, and structured using 
Language, Writing, Reading, Speaking, and Listening minilessons. The reference-oriented approach 
makes content easy to find and apply-perfect for students to access content quickly in their intensive 
reading course. Interactive editions include all the content from the print editions, including interactive 
practice, online quizzes and assessments, and real-time reporting, gradebook, and individualization. 
Language and Composition practice skillbooks are available in print and digital for activities that support 
the built-in lessons in the handbook and interactive versions. 

 

Vocabu-Lit is available in print and interactive version to allow for customization for teachers and 
students. The student print book includes a full year of coursework with 30 lessons and 300 targeted 
words. Each literature-based lesson focuses on ten master words with several exercises of increasing 
complexity, with a unit word study review following every five lessons, followed by a unit writing activity 
and unit assessment. Vocabu-Lit interactive presents all features from the print book in virtual format 
with the added features of annotation tools, immersive reader for a customized reading experience, and 
autoscored exercises for immediate feedback.  

 

 

 

 



 

Major Tool - Teacher Components: Describe each of the components, including a format description. 

Connections: ELA teacher materials are available in print, interactive, or blended solutions to fit diverse 
needs. The teacher package includes print/digital access to power point lessons, an ELL Resource, 
writing and language activities, as well as pacing guides and a program roadmap. The interactive 
component provides classroom management with performance reports, class participation statistics, 
and reporting features. Online quizzes and assessments, project-based assessment and extension 
activities, and ELL and differentiation support provide support for you to help all students achieve 
learning goals. 

 

Connections: Writing and Language teacher editions are available in grade-level specific print and digital 
versions, as well as a teacher package that includes a print/digital teacher guide, power point lesson 
support, digital language and composition skill book answer keys, and online assessments. Embedded in 
the teacher support is ELL support and differentiated instruction, and the interactive version allows for 
online and print practice and assessment. 

 

Vocabu-Lit teacher editions are available in print and interactive versions. The print version includes 
detailed support to effectively use the program, a unit assessment, and answers to all exercises. 
Consumable test booklets provide additional lesson, unit, and full-course tests to ensure students 
master vocabulary acquisition.  

 

4. IDENTIFY AND DESCRIBE THE ANCILLARY MATERIALS. Briefly describe the ancillary materials and 
their relationship to the major tool. 
 
Ancillary Materials - Student Components: Describe each of the components, including a format 
description.  

The ancillary materials for Connections: ELA, Connections: Writing and Language, and Vocabu-Lit 
student editions are featured in the interactive version, which includes digital notebooks, annotation 
features to allow for identification, labeling, and commenting on textual evidence; a collaboration wall; 
and an immersive reader that provides translations in over 60 languages. The interactive versions of the 
student materials enhance the writing components by providing targeted support features, and the 
ebook version allow students to access the material from any location. 

 
Ancillary Materials - Teacher Components: Describe each of the components, including a format 
description.  

The ancillary materials for Connections: ELA, Connections: Writing and Language, and Vocabu-Lit 
includes print/digital access to whiteboard lessons, an ELL Resource, writing and language activities, as 
well as pacing guides and a program roadmap. The ancillary teacher materials coupled with the print 



provides teacher with all the instruction and practice needed for a complete writing and language 
curriculum. 

 

 

5. IDENTIFY WHICH INDUSTRY STANDARD PROTOCOLS ARE UTILIZED FOR INTEROPERABILITY? 

Perfection Next is IMS Global certified for LTI 1.3 and One Roster 1.1. In addition, supports integrations 
with Classlink, Clever, and Google Classroom. Perfection Next also supports SAML 2.  Products are also 
available as Thin Common Cartridge. Perfection Learning is a Canvas partner with Perfection Next 
supporting full integration with Canvas including grade passback. 

 

6. HOW MUCH INSTRUCTIONAL TIME IS NEEDED FOR THE SUCCESSFUL IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS 
PROGRAM? Identify and explain the suggested instructional time for this submission. If a series, state 
the suggested time for each level. The goal is to determine whether the amount of content is suitable to 
the length of the course for which it is submitted. 

Pacing Guides are included in the teacher resources for Connections: ELA and Connections: Writing and 
Language with several suggested time frames for the programs according to district preferences. All 
three programs, Connections: ELA, Connections: Writing and Language, and Vocabu-Lit with its 
suggested 15-minutes per day study skill suggestion, offer portable lesson structures so teachers can 
target which assignments to use as they fit into their classroom curriculum. 

 

7. WHAT PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT IS AVAILABLE? Describe the ongoing learning opportunities 
available to teachers and other education personnel that will be delivered through their schools and 
districts as well as the training/in-service available directly from the publisher for successful 
implementation of the program. Also provide details of the type of training/in-service available and how 
it may be obtained. (The information provided here will be used in the instructional materials catalog in 
the case of adoption of the program.)  

 

The following is a list of the types of sessions that can be provided as professional development for 
Connections: ELA, Connections: Writing and Language, and Vocabu-Lit. These sessions are product 
specific and are meant to assist classroom teachers, specialists, coaches and administrators to 
implement the program in your district. These sessions can be modified to meet district needs: 

 

Program Overview for Classroom Teachers:  The goal of the initial overview is to provide teachers with a 
thorough introduction to Perfection Learning’s Intensive Reading Program.  This session translates 
research into practice and may be customized to include the following topics: 

• Alignment to Research and Best Practices 
• Organization of the Program 



• Lesson Planning 
• Strategies for Reaching All Learners 
• Enhancing Instruction with the Digital  

 

Follow-Up Program Training:  Following the initial implementation, working with the district teams 
we  will determine a plan for further training. This may include: 

• Topic specific training 
• Additional digital training 
• Office hours to allow for questions 

 

Annual New Teacher Training: At the start of the school year, new teachers will gain a comprehensive 
overview of Perfection Learning products, preparing them to fully implement the program in their 
classrooms. Content can be customized to ensure new teachers have a complete understanding of the 
program and are equipped with essential program knowledge to effectively use the program. 

 

 

8. WHAT HARDWARE/EQUIPMENT IS REQUIRED? List and describe the hardware/equipment needed 
to implement the submission in the classroom. REMEMBER: Florida law does not allow hardware/ 
equipment to be included on the bid! However, schools and districts must be made aware of the 
hardware/equipment needed to fully implement this program. 

The hardware requirements for Perfection Learning's digital products and Perfection Next delivery 
platform are: 

Required Hardware Requirements 

• Minimum of 128 MB of RAM  
• Minimum of 500 Mhz Processor  
• 1024x768 screen resolution or greater  

Perfection Next can be accessed on Mac based and PC computers, as well as iOS and Android 
tablets. 
 

 

9. WHAT LICENSING POLICIES AND/OR AGREEMENTS APPLY? If software is being submitted, please 
attach a copy of the company’s licensing policies and/or agreements. 

When purchasing this digital resource from Perfection Learning, you are being granted a license to use 
the eBook file assigned to only one user for a specified length of time.  

The copyright and all other rights to the digital content shall remain with Perfection Learning. The 
licensing agreement for digital materials purchased from Perfection Learning cannot be resold, re-



distributed, or shared amongst multiple users. Only one designated user can be assigned to each 
license.   

10. WHAT STATES HAVE ADOPTED THE SUBMISSION? List some of the states in which this submission 
is currently adopted. 

Texas  

Indiana 

 

11. WHAT OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES RELATED TO THIS BID DO YOU MAKE AVAILABLE(S)? List 
and describe each of the components, including a format description. (Open Educational Resources 
(OER) are high-quality, openly licensed, online educational materials that offer an extraordinary 
opportunity for people everywhere to share, use, and reuse knowledge.) 

 

Connections: ELA provides direct links to open source videos, pictures, songs, commercials, speeches, 
and power point lessons in the Teacher Resources.  

 

 

12. ALTHOUGH NOT CALLED FOR IN THE STATE ADOPTION, DO YOU HAVE ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
(AP) OR ACCELERATED PROGRAM INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AVAILABLE FOR THE COURSE(S) BID 
FOR ADOPTION? 
 
Yes, the Literature & Thought series, AMSCO AP Language and Composition,  and WW Norton AP 
instructional materials.  

13. WHAT, IF ANY, FOREIGN LANGUAGE TRANSLATIONS DO YOU HAVE AVAILABLE?  



 

14. DO YOU PROVIDE ACCESS POINT SCAFFOLDING OR AN ACCESS POINT CORRELATION UPON 
REQUEST?  

NOT AT THIS TIME, BUT IS SLATED FOR FUTURE DEVELOPMENT 

15. ESSA LEVELS OF EVIDENCE: To be considered an evidence-based program (or practice), it is required 
to have evidence to show that the program is in fact effective at producing results and improving 
outcomes in reading when implemented. Identification of evidence level alignment, Levels 1-4 (as 
outlined in the K-12 ELA Specifications), for the entirety of the program, part of the program, or 
individual practices within the program is required. Please explain how your product meets these 
requirements. 

At this time, we do not have experimental studies associated with this program. However, we do have 
thousands of satisfied teacher-customers who use the program everyday with their 6-12th grade 
students!  

Analyzing and Evaluating Complex Texts 
Connections: English Language Arts 
Grades 6–12 
 

The success of today’s students is grounded in their ability to make inferences, draw conclusions, and 
provide textual evidence to support a deep understanding of increasingly complex texts. Connections: 
English Language Arts teaches close reading skills based upon research-based best practices for English 
Language Arts instruction. 



Text selections in each unit of Connections: English Language Arts are thematically related to develop 
the skills of analysis and synthesis across texts through a seamless integration of all facets of the ELA 
standards: Reading, Writing, Listening, Speaking, and Language. 

Additionally, students are asked to read text selections multiple times with a specific purpose in mind. 
While they may be given limited contextual information, students are encouraged to read through the 
text selection on their own at first, even if it means a struggle. “One of the mistakes in the past efforts to 
improve reading achievement has been the removal of struggle. As a profession, we may have made 
readingtasks too easy. We do not suggest that we should plan for student’s failure but rather that the 
students should be provided with opportunities to struggle and to learn about themselves as a reader 
when they struggle, persevere, and eventually succeed.” (Fisher, Frey, and Lapp 2012). Research-based 
supports are in place throughout the interactive readers as students seek to understand the complexity 
of the text selections before them. 

Purposeful Reading Through Thematically-Connected Texts 

Thematic instruction immerses students into topics viewed from multiple perspectives. Skills are 
introduced and demonstrated in a variety of ways to assist students by way of example of what is the 
desired outcome 

(Cambourne, Handy, and Scown 1988). Because text selections are related thematically and increase in 
complexity as the chapters in a unit unfold, students learn about the topics from a variety of sources and 
genres while improving reading, language, and writing skills. This learning progression through both 
content and skills provides the teacher and student writer the scaffolds necessary to move from the 
reflexive mode to the extensive mode where students demonstrate mastery of skill through project- and 
standards-based assessments (Carroll and Wilson, 1993). Overall, each unit builds on the theme of the 
next unit providing a unifying quality, yet allowing flexibility for focused units of study in isolation. 

Integrated Skill Development 

Language development, both oral and written, is at the heart of the English Language Arts expectations. 
Reading a text closely, examining specifically what the author said (and in some cases did not say), how 
the author said it, and why it was said in the first place requires students to discuss, write, revise, and 
refine their thinking by engaging in authentic discussions with their peers. The groundbreaking research 
of Mortimer Adler in 1982 started a wave of educational reform known as The Paideia Proposal (Roberts 
and Billings, 1999). One of the cornerstones of Paideia was the teaching strategies our schools should 
employ: didactic teaching of subject matter, coaching that produces the skills of learning, and Socratic 
questioning in seminar discussion. 

Connections: English Language Arts contains highly engaging topics and text selections with full teacher 
support for students as they acquire organized knowledge by means of didactic instruction. This 
purposeful presentation of information develops intellectual skills through exercises and supported 
practice in writing and language development. Additionally, students increase understanding of ideas 
and values by means of Socratic questioning and the active discussion of primary sources. Each unit 
features a chapter with a project-based assessment for a Roundtable Discussion (Roberts and Billings, 
1999), complete with suggested norms and rubrics for active listening and participation (Marzano, 
2007). 



Connections: English Language Arts prepares students to think critically and deeply about texts of 
increasing complexity for a deep understanding of the text that will lead to success in college and career 
and beyond. 

A Case for Annotation 

Research supports students’ development of reading skills when texts are presented in a way that 
annotation can occur. Annotating texts includes the following research-based benefits: 

• promotes student interest in reading and gives learners a focused purpose for writing 
• supports readers’ ability to clarify and synthesize ideas, pose relevant questions, and capture 

analytical thinking about text 
• gives students a clear purpose for actively engaging with text 
• causes readers to process information at a deeper level and increases their ability to recall 

information from the text 
• helps learners comprehend difficult material and engage in what Probst (1988) describes as 

“dialogue with the text” 
 

The Connections: English Language Arts interactive reader is designed to promote student annotations 
including adding purposeful notes, key words and phrases, definitions, and connections tied to specific 
sections of text. 
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